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Mean depth along a 1200 ft. assessment reach was 0.32 ft as determined from 10 
transects (Appendix B). The maximum depth observed at this location was .8 feet.  MEC 
staff measured streamflow as 8.18 cfs at the bridge.  
 
MEC staff did not observe any direct or indirect evidence of WBCR at Site 1.  MEC staff 
did observe trash in the form of old tires and boxes that were likely dumped from the 
bridge (Figure 3).  Additionally, spent shotgun shells and broken clay targets were 
observed on the stream bank. 
 

Figure 2. East Yellow Creek Site 1 Downstream View 

Figure 3. East Yellow Creek Site 1 Upstream View 
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Site 3.  Road 206 Bridge Crossing  (39.68226, -93.03448) 6.43 Miles from WWTF 
The riparian area is generally wider at Site 3 than that at Sites 1 or 2 and consists of 
larger trees, thick brush, and some grassy areas (Figure 6).  The stream banks at Site 3 
are somewhat steep and covered with rocks, brush, and downed trees (Figure 7). Stream 
substrate consisted of mostly sand with some mud and clay. 
 
Mean depth along a 700 ft. assessment reach was 0.57 feet as determined from 11 
transects (Appendix B). The maximum depth observed at this location was 2.74 feet in a 
pool downstream of the road access.  Measured streamflow was 11.21 cfs. 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 6. East Yellow Creek Site 3 Downstream View 
 

Figure 5. East Yellow Creek Site 2 Downstream View 
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MEC staff believe that WBCR is neither an existing or an attainable use at this site 
based on limited access to the stream imposed by steep slopes, absence of observed 
WBCR uses, and low flow shallow conditions.  
 
Site 2.  Jasmine Road Bridge Crossing (39.71887, -93.01673) 3.61 Miles from 

WWTF 
The stream banks near the road are steeply sloping and are covered with low-growing 
brush and rocks (Figure 4). Riparian areas are vegetated by the upland deciduous forest 
complex and row crop agriculture.  The stream channel was observed to be mostly sand 
with some cobble and gravel (Figure 5). 
 
Mean depth along a 900 ft. assessment reach was 0.38 ft. as determined from 11 
transects (Appendix B). The maximum depth observed at this location was .91 ft. in a 
small pool downstream of the road access.  Flow was measured as 8.55 cfs. 
 
There were no direct human uses observed at this site. No individuals were seen or 
found to be available for interviews near the bridge crossing at the time of the survey.  
A fishing line hanging from the bridge was the only evidence of human use.   
 
MEC staff concludes that WBCR is neither an existing or an attainable use at this site 
based on absence of observed recreational uses, low flow shallow conditions and  
difficult stream access imposed by steeply sloping banks. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Figure 4. East Yellow Creek Site 2 Right Bank 
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MEC staff did not observe any WBCR uses at Site 3.  All terrain vehicle tracks were 
observed on the stream bank near the upstream section of the assessment reach.  In 
addition to the steep bank slopes, “No Trespassing” signs were posted on land adjacent 
to the stream and near the access point. 
 
MEC staff concludes that WBCR is neither an existing nor an attainable use at this site 
based on the low flow shallow conditions and the lack of observed WBCR uses. 
 
Site 4.  Road  208 Bridge Crossing (39.66021, -93.04710) 8.88 Miles from WWTF 
The stream banks near the crossing at Road 208 are steeply sloping and lightly 
vegetated (Figure 8). Riparian areas are vegetated by upland deciduous forest and row 
crop agriculture.  The stream channel was observed to be mostly sand with some 
cobble and gravel.  A large pool was present downstream from the bridge and was likely 
due to the logjam that stretched across the stream beneath the bridge (Figures 9 and 
10). 

Figure 7. East Yellow Creek Site 3 Right Bank 
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Mean depth along a 960 ft. assessment reach was 0.55 ft. as determined from 11 
transects (Appendix B). The maximum depth observed at this location was 1.66 feet.  
Measured streamflow was 11.21 cfs. 
 
There were no direct human uses observed at this site.  Additionally, there was no 
evidence of human use present at Site 4.  No individuals were seen or found to be 
available for interviews near the bridge crossing at the time of the survey.   
 
MEC staff concludes that WBCR is neither an existing nor an attainable use at this site 
based on the low flow shallow conditions, steep slopes, and the lack of observed WBCR 
uses. 

V.  WHOLE BODY CONTACT USE ATTAINABILITY RECOMMENDATION 
MEC Staff concludes that the surveyed reaches of East Yellow Creek do not currently 
support WBCR uses due to the absence of observed WBCR uses or evidence of WBCR 
uses and the presence of steep bank slopes.  Furthermore, WBCR uses in East Yellow 
Creek are not attainable according to depth criteria associated with ephemeral, 
intermittent, or low flow conditions set forth in MDNR UAA guidance. 
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Figure 10. East Yellow Creek Site 4 Logjam Under Bridge 
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Figure 8. East Yellow Creek Site 4 Right Bank 

Figure 9. East Yellow Creek Site 4 Downstream View 
 


